NASCOE 2009 FSA - SERVICE TO COMMUNITY
RONALD M. GARRETT 
Nominated bv-Paula D Barrett
When hurricane related flooding and mudslides caused extensive damage in western North Carolina in 2005, Ronald M. Garrett volunteered to work with the North Carolina Baptist Men's Disaster Relief team. He was assigned to a work group in Canton, NC, that gutted a damaged home and prepared it for rebuilding.
Ron returned to Rosemary Baptist Church in Roanoke Rapids, NC, with a new vision and a new sense of purpose. His Baptist Men's group had been seeking a way to be more involved with helping people. Ron organized a group to travel to Gulfport, MS, after Hurricane Katrina devastated the area in August of 2005. While there, they gutted homes that had been damaged by flooding and replaced roofs. They assisted six families, among them a spirited young woman
named Jacque (pronounced Jackie) Lawrence.
Jacque's home remained standing after Hurricane Katrina; however, everything in it was destroyed as the storm's flooding left 62 inches of water standing in her home. Jacque was a very determined young lady who actually pitched in and helped the work crew as they did the "mud out" of her home.   Her positive attitude and work ethic inspired Ron and he went back to his church and challenged the group to "adopt" Jacque and to provide labor and materials to rebuild her house. His church accepted the challenge and Ron subsequently organized and led three additional groups to Gulfport to completely rebuild Jacque's home. Once the house was completed, Ron had her flown to Roanoke Rapids, where the church hosted a housewarming to replace all the things Jacque had lost during the hurricane.
The next summer, Ron helped rebuild a home in Atlantic, NC, that was destroyed by a hurricane. As his group completed homes and saw people's hopes and lives restored, he began to realize that not all the needs he saw were in places that were far removed from Roanoke Rapids. Ron met Wendy, a single mother of three boys, ages 5 through 13, who lived in his community.   Wendy's home had been destroyed by a fire. The City of Roanoke Rapids gave her 90 days to have it renovated, or they were going to bulldoze the home. Ron organized a work crew to raze the home and rebuild it to a turnkey state. The group moved Wendy and her family into their new home in June of 2008.
Here's where Ron's story becomes so amazing. As Ron enthusiastically spoke to churches in the area about the other projects he had led, men from five other churches volunteered to help.   Those who could not work generously donated money. As word spread, local businesses donated supplies. Not only was Ron contributing his knowledge and abilities, he was enabling others who wanted to get involved in helping others, but didn't know how to begin.
The group is currently working on renovations to a home for a couple named Robbie and Christie. They oldest of their three children, Amber, has lymphoma. The couple purchased a home and moved to the area to be closer to extended
family.   The home needs extensive renovation, so the family is living in a rental home and the father, the family's sole wage earner, works on the renovations when he has the time.   Ron and his crew have volunteered to completely remodel their home.
Ron has served Rosemary Baptist Church not only as their Baptist Men's leader, but also as a deacon, a teacher at the church's lake ministry, and as Royal Ambassadors Assistant. He served as the Vice-Chairman of the Board of Deacons and as Chairman of the Personnel Committee.
Ron is an attentive husband to his lovely wife, Tracy, and a "hands-on" father of three energetic children: Kristan-age 12, Anna-age 10, and Thomas-age 6. He has been actively involved with his children's activities by serving as a soccer coach with the Roanoke Valley Youth Soccer Association and as a T-ball coach with the Optimist Club. Ron is an asset to his children's school, Halifax Academy, where he has served as Chairman of the School Board, IT coordinator, and on the Finance Committee. When USDA recently upgraded our computers, he asked that the old computers be donated to the school. He cleaned and installed the computers and created both a wired and a wireless network for the school. He worked with the school's librarian to establish an accelerated reader program in which the students are quizzed on the computers about the books they read and are awarded points which can be exchanged for incentive prizes.
He recently installed a web-cam in his son's first-grade classroom, so that the teacher and students can communicate with Dylan, a member of the class who suffers from life-threatening Fanconi Anemia. Dylan is currently in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he recently received a bone marrow transplant. As his health permits, the web-cam enables Dylan to keep up with his school work and stay in touch with his friends.
In all he does, Ron inspires others to give their very best. That's true both on the job and off. He encourages teamwork and trains those who want to work and serve but don't know how. He makes his team members as well as his employees feel valued and appreciated. Even as he gives selflessly of his time and energy, his work doesn't suffer. In addition to efficiently managing the Northampton County FSA Office and serving as a valued sounding board to our producers, he has served on the Deputy Administrator's Farm Programs Steering Committee and as the leader of the National Price Support Query Task Force. He has taught System 36 queries to NC COT's, coordinated the development of the Automated Boll Weevil Eradication Payment Software Program, and served as a national trainer for the deployment of the GPS/GIS program. Ron has been with the agency since 1991 and formerly served as CED in McDowell and Chowan counties in North Carolina. He has been a NOCASCOE member since the beginning of his FSA career and has served as a director of District 7.
An employee could not ask for a more inspiring, caring, or giving supervisor than Ron.   Because of his dedication and service. I would like to nominate Ronald M. Garrett for the 2009 Distinguished Service Award for Community Service.

